
 
 

   March 2022 1 
 

 
 

Doisy College of Health Sciences 

2021-2022 Program-Level Assessment: Annual Report 

Program Name (no acronyms):  Health Sciences Department:  Clinical Health Sciences 

Degree or Certificate Level: B.S. College/School:  Doisy College of Health Sciences 

Date (Month/Year):  August 2022 Assessment Contact:  Teresa Neal 

In what year was the data upon which this report is based collected?   AY 2021-2022 

In what year was the program's assessment plan most recently reviewed/updated?   AY 2020-2021 

Is this program accredited by an external program/disciplinary/specialized accrediting organization? The HIM 

Concentration track is. 

 
1. Student Learning Outcomes 

Which of the program's student learning outcomes were assessed in this annual assessment cycle? (Please list the 
full, complete learning outcome statements and not just numbers, e.g., Outcomes 1 and 2.) 

Program Learning Outcome (PLO) #1 
Students will communicate effectively to express issues in healthcare. 
 
Program Learning Outcome (PLO) #3 
Students will demonstrate effective team skills when collaborating on healthcare projects. 
   
Program Learning Outcome (PLO) #5 
Students will exhibit ethical behaviors related to health sciences that are rooted in Jesuit values. 

 
2. Assessment Methods: Artifacts of Student Learning  

Which artifacts of student learning were used to determine if students achieved the outcome(s)? Please describe 
the artifacts in detail and identify the course(s) in which they were collected. Clarify if any such courses were offered 
a) online, b) at the Madrid campus, or c) at any other off-campus location. 

PLO #1 – Students will communicate effectively to express issues in healthcare.   

None of these courses aligned with this PLO and listed below were offered online, at the Madrid campus, 
or at any other off-campus location.   

HSCI 1000 Intro to Health Sciences:  Small group discussions on health care issues 

- Students discuss healthcare issues that include comparing global policies related to mental 
health. This assignment requires that students link to the World Health Organization Mental 
Health Atlas: Country Profiles. A worksheet is provided to students with specific information 
needed to compare the two countries' policies. See Appendix A. 

HSCI 2000 United States Healthcare System – Team Position Paper 

- A team position paper served as the artifact to assess this PLO. Teams were randomly assigned to 
compare a healthcare issue to two healthcare systems across the globe. A position paper presents 
one side of an arguable opinion about an issue. The goal of the paper is to convince an audience 
that your opinion is valid and defensible. Student teams developed supporting evidence for both 
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sides of an issue, including factual knowledge, statistical evidence, and authoritative testimony. 
See Appendix A. 

HSCI 4500 Hot Topics in Healthcare:  Current healthcare issues paper 

-  The students were assigned to "fix healthcare." Over 3 days, the students were assigned groups 
to discuss and determine their top priorities for fixing healthcare. They were to provide details as 
to why they made these choices. On the second day, the groups were combined to create 2 
groups. Each group would review the previous group's choices and then pick the top 3 from those 
items with any additional detail they see fit. On the 3rd day, the 2 groups came together to 
determine the final 3 ways to fix healthcare from the documents. See attached assignment. See 
Appendix A 

 

PLO #3 – Students will demonstrate effective team skills when collaborating on healthcare projects 

HSCI 2500 Human Development Across the Lifespan:  Life History Integrative Observation Assessment 

- A life history project served as the artifact to assess this PLO. Students were randomly assigned to 
teams. This project aims to allow teams to learn, understand and apply theories and concepts of 
human development. There are two parts to the assignment. The first part of the assignment 
includes a "life history." A life history consists of an interview to learn about various experiences 
that affect human development. The second part consists of an "observation." The objective of 
the observation is to allow teams to observe an infant, child, or adult to determine 
developmental milestones and characteristics. Teams integrated the life history and observation 
data, supported by theory and concepts learned in class, into the video documentary form. See 
Appendix B. 

HSCI 4600 Consumer Health:  Group Booklet Project  

- The project was divided into 3 sections. 1 – Booklet: The students were to create a consumer-
friendly health education booklet following the criteria highlighted in the class lectures. 2 – peer 
review. 3 – presentation. See attached assignment. See Appendix B 

 

PLO #5 – Students will exhibit ethical behaviors related to health sciences that are rooted in Jesuit values. 

HSCI 1000 Intro to Health Sciences:  Small group discussions on ethical health care issues 

- This small group discussion is measured by dialogue documented in a blog. The blog is evaluated 
by the instructor. See Appendix C. 

HSCI 3200 Aspects of Health Law:  Group Ethics Presentation 

- The assignment has three parts and is designed to introduce a topic in healthcare with ethical 
implications through group presentations. Part 1 - Groups are instructed to remain unbiased 
while presenting the ethical dilemma. Part 2 – The presenting group then leads the class to 
discuss the ethical concerns. Part 3 - The students follow up the class discussion with a discussion 
board activity.  See Appendix C. 

HSCI 4600:  Consumer Health:  Health Literacy Pop Quiz Assignment 

- The class first determined the questions they would ask. This is important because you want 
consistent answers for discussion purposes. They then went out to the SLU community and asked 
5 individuals the questions. They were to listen and educate each one. They then had to create a 
table of the answers for discussion. In the final section and most importantly, the students 
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needed to reflect on the process. This was the first time they experienced health literacy issues 
with consumers and how they used the tools from class to educate them. See attached 
assignment. See Appendix C. 

 

 

 
3. Assessment Methods: Evaluation Process  

What process was used to evaluate the artifacts of student learning, and by whom? Please identify the tools(s) (e.g., 
a rubric) used in the process and include them in/with this report document (please do not just refer to the 
assessment plan). 

The course instructors evaluated identified artifacts from the specified course using the specific PLO 
rubric. As the course instructor reviewed each artifact, they determined at which level 
(knowledge/comprehension, application/analysis, or synthesis/evaluation) the students’ work met the 
criteria on the rubric.  Upon completion of reviewing 100% of the student submissions, the course 
instructor determined if the program target was or was not met. 

  

PLO #1 – Students will communicate effectively to express issues in healthcare 

HSCI 1000 Intro to Health Sciences:  Small group discussions on health care issues 

- Students work in small groups to discuss several healthcare issues. The instructors observe the 
students. The instructors evaluate that the students demonstrate that they can effectively 
express issues in healthcare using the PLO rubric. See Appendix A. 

 

HSCI 2000 United States Healthcare System – Team Position Paper 

- -Student teams determine a healthcare issue they are mutually interested in and compare how 
the healthcare systems in at least two countries deal with that issue. The healthcare issue and 
countries are preapproved by the instructor. The artifact is evaluated using a rubric by the 
instructor and the PLO rubric. See Appendix A. 

 

HSCI 4500 Hot Topics in Healthcare:  Current healthcare issues paper 

- It was always a very lively discussion on these days. They each wanted to get their points on the 
document. The instructor observed many discussions that were passionate but respectful. In the 
end, they did agree on the priorities each day. The final piece of the assignment is for the 
students to reflect on the activity. This allowed them to individually reflect on their experiences 
and give their final paper opinions. The artifact is evaluated using a rubric by the instructor and 
the PLO rubric. See Appendix A. 

 

PLO #3 – Students will demonstrate effective team skills when collaborating on healthcare projects 

HSCI 2500 Human Development Across the Lifespan:  Life History Integrative Observation Assessment 

- Students define specific theories and behaviors relevant to issues in healthcare in written or video 
form. The artifacts are evaluated using a rubric by the instructor and the PLO rubric. See 
Appendix B. 
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HSCI 4600 Consumer Health:  Group Booklet Project  

- 1 – Booklet: The students were to create a consumer-friendly health education booklet following 
the criteria highlighted in the class lectures. 2 – peer review: Each group reviewed another 
group's booklet for health literacy, flow, effective pictures/colors, and topic. 3 – presentation. 
Each group provided a short presentation of their booklet. They were to describe why they chose 
the topic, colors, pictures, flow, and general information. These artifacts are evaluated using a 
rubric by the instructor and the PLO rubric. See Appendix B. 

 

PLO #5 – Students will exhibit ethical behaviors related to health sciences that are rooted in Jesuit values. 

HSCI 1000 Intro to Health Sciences:  Faculty observations during in-class group projects 

- The instructor observes that students express their desire to learn more about ethical issues they 
will face when they become healthcare practitioners. The instructors evaluate that students 
express their desire to learn more about ethical issues they will face using the course rubric and 
PLO rubric. See Appendix C. 

HSCI 3200 Aspects of Health Law:  Group Ethics Presentation 

- Rubrics are used to evaluate the presentation, in-class facilitated discussion, and the post-
discussion board activity. All of the components of the assignment are assessed by the course 
instructor. See Appendix C. 

HSCI 4600:  Consumer Health:  Health Literacy Pop Quiz Assignment 

- The course instructor evaluated the students' reflections on the project using the PLO rubric.  See 
Appendix C. 

 

 
4. Data/Results  

What were the results of the assessment of the learning outcome(s)? Please be specific. Does achievement differ by 
teaching modality (e.g., online vs. face-to-face) or on-ground location (e.g., STL campus, Madrid campus, other off-
campus site)? 

The teaching modality was consistent within each assessed group of artifacts.  There was no observed 
difference based on teaching modality.   

PLO #1 – Students will communicate effectively to express issues in healthcare 

HSCI 1000 Intro to Health Sciences:  Small group discussions on health care issues 

- The artifacts of sixty students were assessed. Over 90% of the class received a ranking of 
"Analysis," indicating an understanding of issues in healthcare. See Appendix A. 

HSCI 2000 United States Healthcare System – Team Position Paper 

- The artifacts of one hundred and eleven students were assessed. Over 85% of the class received a 
ranking of "Analysis," indicating an ability to analyze, evaluate and create a manuscript expressing 
issues in healthcare. See Appendix A 

HSCI 4500 Hot Topics in Healthcare:  Current healthcare issues paper 

- The artifacts of forty-seven students were assessed. The course was taught face-to-face. 90% of 
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the students successfully achieved the synthesis for the group activities, and 91% achieved the 
synthesis for the reflection piece. See Appendix A. 

 

PLO #3 – Students will demonstrate effective team skills when collaborating on healthcare projects 

HSCI 2500 Human Development Across the Lifespan:  Integrative Observation Assessment 

- The artifacts of one hundred and six students were assessed. Over 85% of the class received a 
ranking of "Analysis," indicating the ability to demonstrate effective team skills while 
collaborating on a healthcare project. See Appendix B. 

HSCI 4600 Consumer Health:  Group Booklet Project  

- The artifacts of forty-seven students were assessed. The course was taught face-to-face. 90% of 
the students achieved the "application" ranking. See Appendix B. 

 

PLO #5 – Students will exhibit ethical behaviors related to health sciences that are rooted in Jesuit values. 

HSCI 1000 Intro to Health Sciences:  Faculty observations during in-class group projects 

- The artifacts of sixty students were assessed. The instructor observed that at least 90% of 
students express their desire to learn more about ethical issues they will be facing when they 
become practitioners in the healthcare field. See Appendix C. 

HSCI 3200 Aspects of Health Law:  Group Ethics Presentation 

- The artifacts of seventy-two students were assessed. This activity was both in-person and online. 
90% of students achieved a ranking of "Analysis," indicating that they could analyze, evaluate, and 
create a presentation and lead the class discussion in identifying appropriate ethical behaviors 
that met the assessment's target level. See Appendix C. 

HSCI 4600:  Consumer Health:  Health Literacy Pop Quiz Assignment 

- The artifacts of forty-seven students were assessed. The course was taught face-to-face. 83% of 
the students ranked at the synthesis level. See Appendix C. 

 
 
5. Findings: Interpretations & Conclusions  

What have you learned from these results? What does the data tell you? 

PLO #1 – Students will communicate effectively to express issues in healthcare 

HSCI 1000 Intro to Health Sciences:  Small group discussions on health care issues 

- Reflecting on the observation of students in their ability to express issues in healthcare, we 
defined areas that we could consider covering in the future course. 

HSCI 2000 United States Healthcare System – Team Position Paper 

- Using the current assessment rubrics, students demonstrated their ability to effectively express 
issues in healthcare.  

HSCI 4500 Hot Topics in Healthcare:  Current healthcare issues paper 

- The students seemed to enjoy the group work. They listened to each other, researched their 
priorities, and agreed on the documentation. The first day was the most cooperative, but the next 
day became more interesting because more people were involved. There was some great 
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discussion. Some of the quietest students made their voices heard. The 3rd day was quite vocal. 
The entire class was engaged with the decisions. Both sides wanted their voices heard. Some 
"heated" but respectful discussions were had. In the end, they could create a document that 
showed their willingness to work together and compromise. Some students stated they felt like 
they were in the U.S. Congress. The reflection allowed them to close the circle and think about all 
that happened during the 3 days. The instructor purposely gave them a day for each section 
because she wanted them to use all they had learned throughout their years in Health Sciences to 
come up with their priorities. If it is extended, then there would be more time to research. 

 

PLO #3 – Students will demonstrate effective team skills when collaborating on healthcare projects 

HSCI 2500 Human Development Across the Lifespan:  Integrative Observation Assessment 

- Using the current assessment rubrics, students demonstrated an application level. This 
information provides confirmation that we are challenging students at the appropriate level. 

HSCI 4600 Consumer Health:  Group Booklet Project  

- The timing of the project is key. The corresponding lectures and assignments must be completed 
before the project can begin. The students also need time to complete this project. Making sure 
the schedule aligns with this project at the beginning of the semester is best. The instructor 
discussed the project weekly in class and was available for questions, but some groups waited to 
start the booklet. Thus, the instructor had many questions the last week before the due date. 
Adding a check-in time with each group halfway through might help alleviate this issue. 

 

PLO #5 – Students will exhibit ethical behaviors related to health sciences that are rooted in Jesuit values. 

HSCI 1000 Intro to Health Sciences:  Faculty observations during in-class group projects 

- The faculty have learned that we can challenge our students on this topic. 

HSCI 3200 Aspects of Health Law:  Group Ethics Presentation 

- Using the current assessment rubric, the students demonstrated the ability to discern the ethical 
issues and have a robust discussion about both sides of the issue. While this was a practical 
assignment, the class size and the in-person presentation required several class sessions to 
conduct this activity. Going forward, the course instructor plays to modify the project to still 
capture the intent without utilizing as many class periods. 

HSCI 4600:  Consumer Health:  Health Literacy Pop Quiz Assignment 

- The students were given 2 weeks to complete the project, and many waited to complete the 
assignment until the last few days. Their documentation clearly showed that they did not allow 
the appropriate amount of time for the project. It showed in their table of information and 
reflections. They also did not take the time to educate their individuals. It appeared they were 
just asking the questions and nothing else. In the future, it might be good to have the table of 
information due in one week and the reflection due the following week. 

 
 

6. Closing the Loop: Dissemination and Use of Current Assessment Findings 
A. When and how did your program faculty share and discuss these results and findings from this cycle of 

assessment?  
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B. How specifically have you decided to use these findings to improve teaching and learning in your program? For 

example, perhaps you've initiated one or more of the following: 
 

Changes to the 
Curriculum or 
Pedagogies 

• Course content 
• Teaching techniques 
• Improvements in technology  
• Prerequisites 

• Course sequence 
• New courses 
• Deletion of courses 
• Changes in frequency or scheduling of course offerings  

   

Changes to the 
Assessment Plan 

• Student learning outcomes 
• Artifacts of student learning 
• Evaluation process 

• Evaluation tools (e.g., rubrics) 
• Data collection methods 
• Frequency of data collection 

 
Please describe the actions you are taking as a result of these findings. 

PLO #1 – Students will communicate effectively to express issues in healthcare 

HSCI 1000 Intro to Health Sciences:  Small group discussions on health care issues 

- The faculty are working on ways to better facilitate small groups to advance and deepen 
the discussions. 

HSCI 2000 United States Healthcare System – Team Position Paper 

- We were pleased with these results, and will continue to use this assessment with new and 
emerging issues in healthcare. In addition, the instructor will consider a less technical 
textbook than the current one. 

HSCI 4500 Hot Topics in Healthcare:  Current healthcare issues paper 

- The instructor who created the course and taught for 11 years retired. The new program 
director will review and share the results with the future instructor. 

 

PLO #3 – Students will demonstrate effective team skills when collaborating on healthcare projects 

HSCI 2500 Human Development Across the Lifespan:  Integrative Observation Assessment 

- The faculty will consider providing additional lifespan material to get students more 
accumulated to the transition stage they are assigned. 

HSCI 4600 Consumer Health:  Group Booklet Project  

- The instructor who created the course and taught for 11 years retired. The new program 
director will review and share the results with the future instructor. 

 

PLO #5 – Students will exhibit ethical behaviors related to health sciences that are rooted in Jesuit 
values. 

HSCI 1000 Intro to Health Sciences:  Faculty observations during in-class group projects 

- The faculty are working on ways to better facilitate small groups to advance and deepen 
the discussions. 

HSCI 3200 Aspects of Health Law:  Group Ethics Presentation 

- The instructor who created the course and taught for 11 years retired. While we are 
pleased with the students; performance on this artifact, due to the students' performance 
and the class size, the new course instructor will modify the assignment to eliminate the 
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class presentation and allow students to record the presentations for the class to view 
outside the classroom. In addition, the project will incorporate questions to encourage the 
students to expand and further develop their thoughts. The assessment rubric will remain 
the same. 

HSCI 4600:  Consumer Health:  Health Literacy Pop Quiz Assignment 

- The instructor who created the course and taught for 11 years retired. The new program 
director will review and share the results with the future instructor. 

 

 

 
If no changes are being made, please explain why. 

 
 
 

 
7. Closing the Loop: Review of Previous Assessment Findings and Changes 

A. What is at least one change your program has implemented in recent years as a result of assessment data?  
The textbooks for some of the courses are being reconsidered.  
A reflection paper has been assigned to courses. 

 
B. How has this change/have these changes been assessed? 

The reflection papers were focused not just on the instructor but also on the student and the course. 
Students have a guided reflection paper that includes their assessment of at least two learning 
outcomes. 

 
C. What were the findings of the assessment? 

The instructors that used reflection papers found that over 90% of the students did well in expressing 
themselves about the topic/assignment and understanding the topic. Students also reflected on their 
own learning and the course's learning outcomes. 

 
D. How do you plan to (continue to) use this information moving forward? 

Adding reflection papers will give the instructor information about the students' understanding of the 
topic/assignment. If the student's reflections demonstrate a lack of knowledge, then the instructor 
can evaluate and make the necessary changes for the next year. It will allow for an ongoing process of 
evaluation. 

 
IMPORTANT: Please submit any assessment tools (e.g., artifact prompts, rubrics) with this report as separate 

attachments or copied and pasted into this Word document. Please do not just refer to the assessment plan; the 
report should serve as a stand-alone document. 
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Appendix A 
 

PLO #1:  Students will communicate effectively to express issues in healthcare. 
 

PLO #1 Rubric 
 

Program in Health Sciences (HSCI) 
 
Program Learning Outcome (PLO #1):   Students will communicate effectively to express issues in healthcare. 
Knowledge/Comprehension** Application/Analysis** Synthesis/Evaluation** 

 
 

• Identifies effective communication 
when expressing issues in 
healthcare 

 

 
 

• Develop effective 
communication when 
expressing issues in healthcare 

 

 
 

• Demonstrate effective 
communication when expressing 
issues in healthcare 
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PLO #1 Artifacts 
 
Artifact for #1. 
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Student Example for #1 
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Artifact for #2. 
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Student Example for #2 
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Artifact for #3. 
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Student Example for #3 
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Appendix B 
 

PLO #3:  Students will demonstrate effective team skills when collaborating on 
healthcare projects. 

 
PLO #3 Rubric 

 
Program in Health Sciences (HSCI) 
 
Program Learning Outcome (PLO #3):   Students will demonstrate effective team skills when collaborating on 
healthcare projects. 
Knowledge/Comprehension** Application/Analysis** Synthesis/Evaluation** 

 
 

• Identifies effective team skills when 
collaborating on healthcare projects 

 

 
 

• Applies effective team skills 
when collaborating on 
healthcare projects 

 

 
 

• Exhibits effective team skills 
when collaborating on 
healthcare projects 
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PLO #3 Artifacts 
 

Artifact for #1. 
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Student Example for #1 
The Student example of this artifact is a video and therefore cannot be included in this document. 
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Artifact for #2 
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Student Example for #2 
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Appendix C 
 

PLO #5:  Students will exhibit ethical behaviors related to health sciences that are 
rooted in Jesuit values. 

 
 

PLO #5 Rubric 
 

Program in Health Sciences (HSCI) 
 
Program Learning Outcome (PLO #5):   Students will exhibit ethical behaviors related to health sciences that 
are rooted in Jesuit values. 
Knowledge/Comprehension** Application/Analysis** Synthesis/Evaluation** 

 
 

• Defines ethical behaviors related to 
health sciences rooted in Jesuit 
values 
 

 

 
 

• Examines the qualities of Jesuit 
values related to ethical 
behaviors in health sciences 

 

 
 

• Integrates the qualities of Jesuit 
values related to ethical 
behaviors in health sciences  
 

 
 

PLO #5 Artifacts and Student Example 
 

Artifact for #1. 
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Student Example for #1 
 
 
 
Artifact for # 2. 
 

HSCI 3200 Aspects of Health Law 
 

Healthcare Ethics 
Group Project 

Fall 2021 
 
 
 
Healthcare Ethical Issue Assignment:  
 
Students will work in the assigned groups – see attached. Each group will select a topic listed – first 
come, first served. The dates associated for when the presentation is due is also included.  
 
Each group will:  

1. Create a lecture presentation with PowerPoint slides on the topic. 
a. Each group is to present to the class for at least 45 minutes. 
b. Utilization of the notes section for each slide is required.  Provide information that the 

presenter will highlight. 
c. Present the topic in general terms and then discuss the ethical/legal issues.   

i. Introduction, topic overview, ethical issues (both sides), legal issues, current state 
of legal actions – if applicable, closing 

ii. You are to remain neutral. 
 

2. Present to the class on the date listed below.   
a. Each member of the group will be expected to present 

 
3. Discussion questions 

a. Create 2 thoughtful discussion questions about the ethical/legal issues of your topic.  
Send to the instructors separately. 

b. The instructors will post the questions to the Canvas page. 
c. Each group member of the day will be responsible for 2 reply posts.  

i. These will be posted right after the presentation and will close 48 hours later. 
4. Project Grading 

a. Slides – 35 points  
b. Presentation of topic – 50  
c. Discussion post questions – 15  

 
5. Topic discussion grading (remainder of the class) 

a. One (1) thoughtful response to the questions; one (1) thoughtful response to another 
student’s post – 10 

b. Topic presenters – two (2) thoughtful responses to student posts – 10 
 
 
Student Example for #2. 
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Artifact for #3. 
 

 
 

Student Example for #3 
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